
      A hotel guest ledger, found discarded at the recycling center, gives us a look back at history.  The 
ledger is from the Mt. Lafayette House, established in 1871 in Franconia.  The ledger dates from 1908-
1910 and records visitors mostly from the eastern seaboard but also from Chicago, San Francisco, 
North and South Dakota, Montreal, and Sheffield England. 
 
      At the rear of the guest book is òLeahyõs Hotel Guide of America for 1908, giving population of 
towns, names of hotels, rates per day.ó  The smallest ñ Rhode Island with 23 towns and a total popula-
tion of 463,000; Delaware with 24 towns and a total population of 193,000.   The largest ñ New York 

with a total population of 7,900,000 and Pennsylvania with 6,824,000 but more hotels than New York. 
 
      Names of towns and hotels, and names of visitors to Mt. Lafay-
ette are not all this volume contains.  An unknown person(s) used 
the ledger as a scrapbook for newspaper clippings.   The articles 
contain a variety of subject matter.  While there are no less than 29 
obituaries, there are just two notices of marriage.    The obituaries 
give us not only the name of the departed, but often include names 
of family members who attended òfrom away.ó 
 
      A story from 1918 records the death of Seaman Cecil Smith of 
Franconia who was stationed in London.  Smith stepped in front of 
a motor bus evidently becoming confused at the war time lighting 
and lefthand turning. 
 
      Through these clippings we learn of the giant landslide in Fran-
conia Notch June 1948 and the hurricane of 1950 that devastated Littleton, Lancaster and Woodsville.  We are introduced to 
òKitó the oldest horse in the country (age 43) who resided in Poland NY.  We can see pictures of the Mt.. Washington Cog 
Railway and the 1952 Littleton Winter Carnival. 
 
      Though most of the articles are undated, there is a wealth of information in this ledger that almost didnõt make it to the 
Franconia Heritage Museum. 
 
                                                                                      

     ñ and  Fire ñ  

 
      Like so many other early grand hotels and boarding houses, the Mt. Lafayette House burned to the ground.  The Littleton 
Courier on Thursday, June 1, 1911, reported that   òThe Mt. Lafayette House, one of the first boarding houses built in Franco-
nia, was destroyed by fire early Saturday  morning, causing a loss of about $5000.   The fire started about 5:30 while the 
women of the household were preparing breakfast.  They heard a crackling overhead and discovered that the attic space, im-
mediately over the kitchen, was all ablaze.  Telephone messages were sent to the village and to the neighbors and many people 
quickly responded.  Edward Chase, a neighbor, was the first to try to get into the attic, but he found that it was a regular fur-
nace and that nothing could be done to stay the flames.  Consequently, efforts were concentrated upon moving the furniture 
from the house and practically everything was taken out from the lower level.  Very little could be gotten from the upper floor.  
The house was reduced to ashes in about two hours.  The Prime cottage, which was attached by a board walk to the hotel, was 
saved by tearing out the walk.  All of the out buildings were also saved.  It is thought that the fire started from a defective 
chimney.ó 
 
      The Mt. Lafayette House was built in 1871 by Spooner & Wells and had a capacity for about 50 people.  It was run by the 
Richardson family for many years, and lastly by James W. Smith & Son who bought the property three years prior to the fire.   
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     Mt. Lafayette House (1871-1911)  once located on Profile Road 

                          across from the foot of Coal Hill Road. 

       

   Our thanks to museum volunteer Dot Wiggins for contributing 
         the above article and for cataloging the ledger clippings.  

 

Franconia Heritage News 



       A slag bowl, once used at the 

New Hampshire Iron Factory, was 

given to the FAHC a number of years 

ago by Fred Hunt.  It was recently 

moved from the carriage shed of the 

Museum barn to the Interpretive Cen-

ter where it can be better appreciated.   

      The bowl was moved by a friendly 

lawn mowing contractor on his flat 

bed truck, then wheeled into place.  It 

is very heavy, just to push, and the 

wheels would not turn initially, but 

were loosened enough to wheel it on 

and off the flatbed.  One can imagine 

how much strength was needed to 

push it when it was full of slag.  Its 

new location next to the 

charge cart shed will be 

roofed to protect it from 

the elements.. 

     The slag bowl was used 

to collect the slag that rose 

to the top of the molten 

iron.  The slag was waste 

that accumulated after the 

iron was removed from the 

ore by the heating process.  

The slag bowl would be 

wheeled to the side of the 

furnace where a hole was 

plugged with clay.  The clay 

plug would be broken by an 

iron worker and the slag 

allowed to run out into the slag bowl.  

The bowl was then wheeled to the 

river where the waste was dumped.  

Much of the slag still remains in the 

river. It is collected by children and 

left by the cabin.  It is of no use or 

value. 

      The iron furnace continues to at-

tract tourists from all parts of the 

country, and this summer also from 

Australia and England.  One man 

from White Hall MD who signed the 

Visitors log in July wrote he had 

worked for 40 years at the furnaces in 

Sparrows Point MD. 

  Addition to Interpretive Center Display 
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Please support our  

downtown neighbors 

 

Dr. John Strasser 

Franconia Family Chiropractic      

262 Main St.   823-7428 

Peabody & Smith Realty 
Main Street, Franconia 

823-5700 www.peabodysmith.com 

Franconia Hardware Store 
Main St., Franconia     823-5541 

Your Good Neighbor Store 

Garnet Hill 
     FIRST AND SECONDS STORE             

Friday and Saturdays 10am ï 5pm          

Sundays 10am ï 4pm                     
Proud Supporter of the Heritage Museum 

  

Franconia Auto Service Team 
Specializing in Foreign Auto Repair 

823 - 8827  

Lucas & Ford 
  823-9539           

  Tax Services 

  Small Business Services 

Franconia Business Connection 

320 Main St., Franconia 

823-8777   FranBiz@gmail.com 

UPS/Office Services/Dry Cleaning 

 

The Franconia Area Heritage Council 

                  thanks Garnet Hill  
 for printing this newsletter. 

Fransted Family Campground  

Supports the                                      

Franconia Heritage Museum 

823-5675 

Slag Bowl used by NH Iron Factory workers. 

SPECIAL THANKS to all the area artists and skiers who loaned 

us their paintings and mementos this past season for our Artistic 

Heritage and Legendary Skiers exhibits. 

 

and  THANKS   also to the volunteers who helped us host the  

museum on Thursday and Saturday afternoons.  We hope you,  

and others, will return next June.   

Gale River Motel & Cottages 
Family-oriented  year-round 

Lodgings 823-5655/800-255-7989 



 

The $3,500,000 Fran-

conia section of I-93 

was opened in Sep-

tember  1959.  It was 

part of the national 

system of Interstate 

and Defense High-

ways of the Eisen-

hower administration.    

The first public meeting 

took place in Franconia on August 1, 1957 with lots of discussion on running the 

highway through the farm fields behind Main Street close to town versus further 

back on the hillside behind todayõs Lafayette Drive.  We all know the outcome.  

Construction started in April 1958.  The houses of Marion Payette, Robert Ball, 

and Winton Hunt had to be moved; the house of Laura Corey was torn down.  
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Bobõs Mobil Service Center 
I -93, Exit 38, Franconia 

823-8106 

   Franconia Village Store   
The spot for news, views 

coffee and food. 

823-7782 

Dutch Treat 

Restaurant and Sports Bar 
Good food and great times 

823-8851 

         

 
Seen any Hedgehogs lately ?  

    For many years in New Hampshire, a bounty of 20 cents was given to any per-
son who killed a hedgehog and brought the head as proof to the selectmen or 
town clerk.  In 1940, the town paid out $16.60 for the elimination of 83 hedge-
hogs.  The bounties went to:  Wilfred Wessels for 25, Vernon Smith 13, S. Hunt 3, 
Albert Judd 5, Reginald Parker 1, Manning Brooks 1, Neil Lock 1, William Brooks 
11, Van Brooks 1, Herbert  Hunt 18, Wallace Green 3, W. Montgomery 1.   
 
[Research indicates that these hedgehogs were probably the same as porcupines.] 

Macõs Market 
347 Main Street 

Franconia  

823-7795 

Cannon Mt.View Motel  

Restaurant and Tavern  

729 Main Street, Route 18 

Motel: 823-9577  Restaurant: 823-8077 

Franconia Insurance Agency 
303 Main St., Franconia 

823-5505 

Plough Wind Antiques 
35 N. Main St. 823-9571 

Winter Hours: Friday to Sunday 11-4 

10% off for Heritage Museum Members 

Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank 

278 Main St.   823-8199 

www.theguarantybank.com 

Member FDIC 

 

 50 YEARS 
   of    I-93 

Before I-93, view from Sunset Lane (off Lafayette Dr.)   

looking south at rear of Main St. farmhouses.   c. 1940 

Please support our 

downtown neighbors 

 

Reading ñ õRiting ñ õRithmetic 

 
Taken from Report of the School Board for year ending Feb. 15, 1895: 

 

      In these schools 57 scholars have received instruction; of this number, 37 

have been instructed in arithmetic, 24  in geography, 39 in vocal music, 15 in lan-

guage, 44 in spelling, 37 in penmanship, 15 in grammar and four in physiology. 

      Four children between the ages of five and 15 are reported as not having at-

tended any school during the year.  No person, between the age of 14 and 21, is 

positively known to us to be unable to read and write. 

       

School Board Members: Henry H Clark, C E Whipple, Eugene E Bowles 

Lafayette Center  Genesis Health Care 
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

On site Assisted Living 

   93 Main Street -  Franconia, NH  03580 

     603-823-5502    www.genesishcc.com 

White Mountain Appraisals 
Professional real estate appraisals 

823-8561 


