
 In 1847 the Town voted to dis-
pense with putting up ―guide 
boards‖ [road signs] at the inter-
section of the roads at the Grist 
Mill near the School House in 
District No. 2 [the junction of 
Rts. 18 and 117], and at the in-
tersection of the roads between 
Eben Aldrich and Ezra Aldrich.  
There would continue to be 
guide boards at the intersection 
of the roads ―near the great 
rock.‖ 

 

 In 1850 the Town voted to build 
a new fence round the ―burying 
ground‖ with stone posts ―5 ½ 
ft long with two rails and picket 
fence & painted.‖ 

 

 In 1854 the Town voted to build a new bridge near the New Hampshire Iron Furnace 
Company store, rather than repair the old one. 

 

 In 1857 the Town voted to raise $900 for the use of the Town; to raise $1000 to repair 
highways and bridges including the Notch Road ―on which is to be laid out $150.‖ 

 

 In 1859 the town voted to purchase a ―town Hearse.‖ 

 

 In 1861 the Town voted to hire someone to ring the ―Bell in the Church‖ for the year en-
suing three times a day: at 6 o‘clock in the morning, at 12 o‘clock noon, and ―9 o‘clock in 
the afternoon.‖ 

 

 In 1865 the Town voted to pay fifteen cents per hour for labor done on the highway. 

 
     These are just a sampling of the issues taken up at the Franconia town meetings between 
1847 through 1868.  Also recorded are the many town officers chosen on an annual basis: town 
clerk, constable, selectmen, treasurer, auditor, overseer of the poor, fence viewers, hog reeves, 
pound keeper, sexton, superintending school committee, sealer of weights & measures, and 
plenty of surveyors – of highway, wood, charcoal, lumber, and the highway districts.  The 
choosing of tithing men (responsible for waking up sleepers and quieting children in church) 
was suspended in 1855.  The liquor agent was issued a license to sell wines and spirituous liq-
uors for medical, mechanical, and chemical purposes only.                           Cont’d on p. 3 

Town Business from 150 Years Ago . . .  

Authorizing Guide Boards [road signs], Bridges 

and a Town Hearse 
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Special Notes: 

 The 2009 season will 
feature two exhibits: 
CǊŀƴŎƻƴƛŀΩǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ 
Heritage, with paint-
ings, books and art-
work from the past 
two centuries . . . 
AND Legendary Ski-
ers of the North 
Country, celebrating 
CǊŀƴŎƻƴƛŀΩǎ ǎƪƛ Ǉƛƻπ
neers, its national 
and international 
champions and cur-
rent World Cup win-
ner Tyler Walker. 
Exhibits will be on 
display from May 2 
until October 31. 

Town Records from 
150 years ago 

 

1 

CǊŀƴŎƻƴƛŀΩǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ 
Heritage and Legen-
dary Skiersτ       
Summer Exhibits 

 

2 

Volunteers Wanted 
for Time Travel 

 

3 

Calendar of Museum 
Events 

 

4 

  

  
  

In this issue . . .  
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Two ledger books detail the everyday activities of the Town during 

the period before the Civil War (originals stored in the Town vault) 

Museum Notes 



     A tribute to the artists and skiers 

who captured  and conquered Franco-

nia's mountain glory is planned for the  

upcoming season at the Franconia 

Heritage Museum. 

      The Museum, located in an 1880's 

farmhouse in the village, will open 

May 2 for its 12th season. 

      "What brings people to this area is 

the question that prompted  these  

exhibits," said Jewell Friedman, a 

founder and former  curator. 

      Friedman, who herself was drawn 

to Franconia for the opportunity to 

ski regularly with her husband Don, 

said the mountains exert a  powerful 

force on certain people. 

      One type, of course, is the artist 

who finds inspiration in the  beauty 

and magnificence of the scenery. 

      Authors such as Ernest Poole, 

winner of the first Nobel Prize in Fic-

tion in 1919, wrote about the moun-

tains and the unique quality of life. 

     These sentiments are echoed today 

by authors such as Rebecca Brown, 

who wrote ―Women On High,‖ an 

account of women who braved the 

elements and cultural barriers to ex-

plore the high country. 

      Contemporary painters such as 

Nancy Cole, Paula Wolcott and Di-

anne Taylor-Moore continue to depict 

their sense of the mountainous gran-

deur, each in her own unique fashion. 

      Robert Frost stands as a giant 

among poets, not just in  Franconia 

but throughout the world. 

      It was here on Ridge Road where 

Frost saw the American publication of 

"A Boy's Will" and "North of Bos-

ton‖—  two  collections that had 

launched his career in England and  

were  eventually embraced by his 

homeland. 

      Shortly after settling in Franconia, 

Frost published the  aptly-titled 

"Mountain Interval," which included 

such timeless poems as 'The Road 

Not Taken,'  ‗Birches,' and 'Out! Out!'. 

     Among the objects d’art are musical 

instruments manufactured by Kendall 

Betts at Lawson Horns and wood-

turned pieces by Jane Higgins, which 

are played or displayed in concert halls 

and art galleries across New England. 

      In the exhibit room toward the 

rear of the house is a collection of 

memorabilia 

from skiers 

such as Paul 

Valar (photo, 

right). 

     In addi-

tion to mod-

ern-day he-

roes such as 

Bode Miller 

and Tyler Walker, the 10th Mountain 

Division, former Olympians and role 

models such as Geoff Krill are also 

represented. 

     A very few families  bridge the gap 

between the artistic and the athletic. 

The Hannah family, for instance, 

whose patriarch Sel Hannah was a 

pioneer in the ski industry, also has on 

display his wife Paulie‘s sculptures, 

daughter Joan‘s pottery and sculp-

tures, and Joan and Young Selden‘s 

OIympic medals. 

CǊŀƴŎƻƴƛŀΩǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ Φ Φ Φ ŀƴŘ 
Skiers of Legend on Display 
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Shop locally;  

help keep our businesses  

in town! 

 

Dr. John Strasser 

Franconia Family Chiropractic 

262 Main St.    823-7428 

Peabody & Smith Realty 
Main Street, Franconia 

823-5700 www.peabodysmith.com 

Franconia Hardware Store 
Main St., Franconia   823-5541 

Your Good Neighbor Store 

Garnet Hill 
     FIRST AND SECONDS STORE     

Friday and Saturdays 10am ï 5pm          

Sundays 10am ï 4pm 

Proud Supporter of the Heritage Museum 

Bobõs Mobil Service Center 
I -93, Exit 38, Franconia 

823-8106 

  

Franconia Auto Service Team 
Specializing in Foreign Auto Repair 

823-8827 

Whitneyõs   823-7703 
Insulation, Siding, Remodeling,  

Roofing, Windows, Awnings 

Reinhold Associates  

Real Estate 

www.ReinholdAssociates.com 

823-7700 

 

The Franconia Heritage Museum grate-

fully acknowledges the assistance of 

Garnet Hill in the production of this 

newsletter. 
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Are you interested in Franconia‘s history? Do you enjoy sharing your love 

of history with folks of all ages? 

     The Franconia Heritage Museum is seeking individuals to spend a few 

hours at the Museum once or twice a month, greeting those who arrive 

from all points on the compass to learn about northern New England‘s 

culture and history. 

     The Museum is open on Thursdays and Saturdays from May 2 until 

Halloween from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. During those hours, a volunteer is on 

hand to answer questions, and to listen to people‘s stories about what 

draws them to the area and to the Town. Often, those stories enhance the 

Museum‘s knowledge of the area. 

     ―We‘re looking 

for people who are 

not necessarily ex-

perts on history,‖ 

says Phillip Krill, 

chair of the Board of 

Directors. ―Most of 

our volunteers sim-

ply have a fondness 

for an earlier era 

when life was so dif-

ferent than now.‖ 

  On Saturday, 

April 18, the Mu-

seum will host a pre

-season reception for anyone interested in learning more about being a vol-

unteer. The reception is scheduled for 2:00 PM, and there will be refresh-

ments and a tour of the house and grounds. 

 Calling All Volunteers . . . 

Town Business (continued from p. 1) . . .  
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Franconia Village Store 
The spot for news, views,  

coffee and food. 

823-7782 

Dutch Treat 

Restaurant and Sports Bar 
Good food and great times 

823-8851 

 

The Strand 
Franconiaõs Family Hair Care Center 

157 Main Street 

823-4070 

Also recorded were the laying out of new highways (roads), perambulations of town 
lines, division of fences, and names drawn for jury duty in Haverhill.   
 
The Civil War years include numerous militia enrollment lists, one in which health is-
sues were noted, such as: Francis G Howland (18 years old) had heart disease, J Hari-
son Sawyer (23) had spinal difficulty, Cyrus Bowles (39) had kidney disease, and Silas B 
Spooner (21) had frequent attacks of blindness. 
 
Barbara Holt, now a permanent resident of Franconia and member of the Museum’s board of direc-
tors, recently transcribed and edited these mid-1800 town records as part of her undertaking to pre-
serve Franconia records and make them readily available to the public.  History buffs, family histori-
ans, and just the curious, can peruse her latest booklet in the Museum research room. 

Macõs Market 
347 Main Street 

Franconia  

823-7795 

 

Cannon Mt.View Motel 

and Above the Notch  

Restaurant and Tavern 
729 Main Street, Route 18 

Motel: 823-9577  Restaurant: 823-8077 

Connecticut River Bank, N.A. 
Service that earns your trust 

823-8104 

Plough Wind Antiques 
35 N. Main St. 823-9571 

Summer Hours: Daily 10-5:00, Closed Tuesday 

10% off for Heritage Museum Members 

Fransted Family Campground 

Supports the                                      

Franconia Heritage Museum 

823-5675 

Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank 

278 Main St.   823-8199 

www.theguarantybank.com 

Member FDIC 

A tiny 3-d reproduction of the W.F. Parker & Son Gen-

eral Storeñmentioned in òThe Great White Hills of 

New Hampshireó by Ernest Pooleñwill be on display 

at the Museum as part of the summer exhibits.  



April 18  нΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ ¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ  !ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

May 2   мΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ                                                     

May 3   нΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ά!ǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά[ŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ {ƪƛŜǊǎέ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘǎ hǇŜƴ 

June 13  9-ммΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜΤ м-пΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ [ǳǇƛƴŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ 

June 20   1-пΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ [ǳǇƛƴŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ 

July 4   Annual Independence Day Parade participation and float 

July 5   2-пΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜΣ wƻōŜǊǘ CǊƻǎǘ 5ŀȅ 

July 23   тΥлл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΣ tƻŜǘǊȅ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ wƛƎƻōŜǊǘƻ DƻƴȊŀƭŜȊΣ CǊƻǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ ǇƻŜǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ 

   sponsored by The Frost Place and Abbie Greenleaf Library  

August 8  Barn Dance, Call for time and details 

September 13  IƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ CǊŀƴŎƻƴƛŀΩǎ ƛǊƻƴ ƳƛƴŜǎΦ /ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 

CALENDAR 
Museum 
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is published semiannually by the  

Franconia Heritage Museum,    

PO Box 169, 533 Main St.,     

Franconia, NH 03580.  

Directors: Philip Krill, President 

Ernest Hansberger, Vice President 

Muriel Manghue, Treasurer 

Amy W. Bahr, Corr. Secretary 

Nancy Heinemann, Rec. Secretary 

Bruce Dinner 

Valerie Greene 

Barbara Holt 

Susan Rysanek 

Beverly Taksar 

Katherine C. Whitcomb 

Curator emeritus: Jewell Friedman 

Directors emeritus: Beatrice Hunt, 

Shirley Lyman 

Please consider a donation to the Museum. Your gift is tax-deductible and will help  

defray the cost of preserving this historic home and its many artifacts! 


