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                                                                        TOWN OF FRANCONIA 

                                                     BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S REGULAR MEETING 

                                             Tuesday, January 2, 2018 AT TOWN OFFICES 

                                      *************************************************** 

TOWN OFFICIALS PRESENT:   Bernardette Costa, Jill Brewer, Eric Meth  

TOWN OFFICIALS ABSENT:   None 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Holly Burbank, Jenny Monahan, Police Chief John Monaghan, Sergeant Martin 

Cashin, Fire Chief Rick Gaudette, Mary and Peter Grote, Kim Cowles and Karen Foss.  

The meeting was called to order at 3:03pm 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
Chief John Monaghan was present to review the Police Department’s 2018 Proposed Budget with the 
Board.  Both Chief Monaghan and Sergeant Cashin discussed budget items and provided explanatory as 
needed. 
 
The Board also noted that they had received Chief Monaghan’s resignation letter.  Chief Monaghan 
advised that his last day would be January 12, 2018.   
 
Jill Brewer made a motion to enter non-public session at 3:53pm pursuant to NH RSA 91-A:3 II (a).  Chief 
Monaghan and Sergeant Cashin were included in the non-public session.   
 
The Board came out of non-public session at 4:17pm. 
 
Chief Rick Gaudette was present to review the Fire Department’s 2018 Proposed Budgets for the Fire 
Department and Forest Fire with the Board.  The Board would like to meet with Chief Gaudette to 
discuss purchasing new turnout gear using Capital Improvement funding or funds left over from the 
Safety Service Building bond.  He said he would at least like indoor firefighters to receive new turnout 
gear and would like to use funds from the building bond if possible.  
 
The Life Squad Budget was not reviewed at this meeting and is expected to be reviewed with the Board 
Thursday, January 4, 2018 instead.     
 
Kim Cowles was present to discuss the purchase of a sidewalk spreader with the board.  Kim said that 
the town’s sidewalks have a tendency to get very icy in some areas causing a safety issue for 
pedestrians.  The Board agreed that they have noted the same issue and would like to address it for 
improved public safety.  Kim has done some preliminary research and spoken with Joe DePalma 
(Littleton’s Public Works Director) as well.  A Bauman spreader was recommended as a reliable choice 
with a price range of $4400 to $5600 depending on model and features.  The Board requested Kim 
continue to research and plans to revisit the topic in mid-January.   
 
SIGN/APPROVE: 
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The Board reviewed and approved the December 4th, 18th and 26th meeting minutes and approved as 
amended.  
 
The January 4, 2018 Transaction List was reviewed and signed. 
 
The Board reviewed and approved a building permit for Map 12 Lot 88.  
 
TO DISCUSS/REVIEW: 
 
Town Administrator Update:  Holly advised she is working on end of year wrap-up and this month will 
be very busy tying up loose ends.  Town report work will begin soon.   
 
Correspondence: Holly advised the board that Barbara Holt dropped off a letter letting the Board know 
that she will be resigning as Cemetery Trustee in March.    
 
 Jill Brewer was in receipt of two letters from part-time residents expressing privacy concerns about the 
trail project.  Jill is waiting for grant funds confirmation before delving too deeply into property owner 
issues.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Conservation Commission:  None 
 
CIP Committee:  None 
 
Energy Commission:  Eric Meth gave an update on the streetlight project.   We are still waiting for 
delivery of the lights.   
 
Planning Board:  None 
 
Northern Pass:  Eric shared an email from a local citizen regarding Granite State Power Link.  Email is 
attached to these minutes.  He also discussed a letter from NHDOT to NP Site Evaluation Committee.  
The letter is also attached to these minutes.  Eric also had copies of Easton’s warrant articles from last 
year regarding construction of NP and thought it may be a good idea for the town to consider doing 
something similar.  He will speak with the Planning Board regarding the articles.  Bernadette Costa also 
read aloud information from the Forest Society regarding their opposition to Northern Pass.   
 
PUBLIC INPUT:  Mary Grote inquired regarding pre-paid taxes, and whether the pre payments will be 
part of 2017 town income or 2018.  Holly advised her they will reflect under 2017 income as a line item 
for prepaid taxes.  Peter Grote inquired whether they will be received as cash or accrual.  Holly will 
check on this.   
 
Bernadette Costa made a motion to enter non-public session at 5:13pm pursuant to NH RSA 91-A:3 II 
(a).   
 
The Board came out of non-public session at 6:05pm.  Bernadette Costa made a motion to seal the 
minutes of both the non-public sessions.  Eric Meth seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion 
Passes. 



 

3 
 

 
With no further discussion, the Board adjourned at 6:06pm on a unanimous voice vote. 
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Respectfully Submitted,
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Jenny Monahan 
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Administrative Secretary 

 
 


