November 1, 2021	Planning Board	7:00PM
	Meeting Minutes


Members Present: Thad Presby, Eric Meth, Monica Laflamme, and Mary Grote

Board Members Present:  Jill Brewer, Eric Meth, and Dan Walker

A combined public hearing of the Franconia Planning Board and Board of Selectmen was held at the Franconia Town Hall on Monday, November 1, 2021.
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Thad Presby. Thad stated this was a combined public hearing for several ordinances that will be added to the zoning or be an ordinance adopted by the Select Board.

Sign Ordinance – Kim stated the portion of the ordinance that needed updating was the temporary signs due to complaints of different businesses on Main Street. As it currently reads, you need to come in and fill out an application to get a sign permit for any kind of temporary sign. Currently everyone in town has temporary signs, but not everyone has come in to obtain a permit. The Planning Board has worked on rewording that portion of the ordinance. The permanent sign portion of the ordinance has not changed.

There was a brief discussion regarding who would be enforcing the ordinance and if someone would be tracking the time a temporary sign has been displayed. It was stated the Board of Selectmen would enforce the ordinance and then it would fall to the police. It was also noted there is currently not enough manpower to track all the temporary signs; however, if there is an issue with a sign someone will take notice or file a complaint and the clock would start ticking on the time limit.

Solar Ordinance - Thad stated the Planning Board reviewed this ordinance at their last meeting and there were changes that were suggested; however, they have not been implemented yet.

There was discussion regarding the chart on page two and the requirement for a special exception in Business A and B. Thad stated the chart needs to be reworded. There is no reason for a special exception for a roof mount system anywhere. Minimum lot size and road frontage needs to be eliminated as well. The only time a special exception would be required would be for commercial because it would be large. Thad also stated the chart could disappear and be replaced by one sentence that says, “roof mount or residential solar is allowed in any district and the only time you need a special exception is for commercial.”

There was a brief discussion regarding the glare “calculation” and how that would be calculated. It was agreed to change the word “calculated” to “reviewed” under number 6 on page 4.

Thad stated he would have the corrections made, put a copy on the website and then have updated copies for the next meeting.

	Noise Ordinance – Thad stated this is not going to end up in the zoning. This is going to be a town ordinance.

Jill suggested under exemptions, the second to the last bullet point “Bells, chimes or carillons”, to add the Dow Clock.

There was discussion regarding the timeframe of the ordinance being 10:00pm to 7:00 am. Gene Young suggested changing that to 11:00pm on Friday and Saturday evenings. Kim stated there would be pushback from some people in town who are unhappy with their neighbors who are having a party and shooting off fireworks at 10:00pm at night. It was agreed to change the time to 11:00pm on Friday and Saturday evenings and see how that stands. It was also suggested to change the time from 7:00am to 6:00am to be consistent throughout the ordinance. 

Dawn suggested removing the last bullet point under exemptions because it refers to RSA 432:32, which is Agricultural Operations and refers to RSA 21:34a, which is where you get poultry and ducks and they should not be exempted.

Thad stated the solar and sign ordinance are going into the zoning, but the noise ordinance Kim has to contact the Municipal Association

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Wills 
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