Lafayette Recreation Committee
Meeting minutes, April 23, 2020

Attending, via Zoom conference call: Committee members Launa Glover, Nicole MacKay, Mike McKeever, Kent Butterfield, Gordie Johnk, Cindy Berlack, Adam Boyer, Meghan McPhaul; Rec Director Kim Cowles, summer program leader Gillian Cahill

Meeting called to order at 3 p.m. Kent Butterfield was welcomed as Easton’s new Rec Committee representative. Kent will fill the spot vacated by Matt Koehler, and we welcome his participation.

Our last approved minutes are from the February meeting. Kim will locate minutes from the March meeting to share with us prior to our next meeting. We will also approve a slate of officers at that meeting. Meghan has agreed to continue in role of chair and Adam as vice chair, unless someone else would like to take over. Cindy has volunteered to be secretary. 

Kim confirmed that there are no spring sports due to the ongoing pandemic situation. 

We are still unsure of if and when the Summer Rec. program will happen. Kim has been using information from the CDC website to draft a policy should we be able to hold Summer Rec. She and Gillian have also been working on plans so they will be prepared to begin as soon as possible. 

To help with planning, Kim will send an email to Lafayette students to let everyone know we are in a holding pattern, but to please sign up if children are likely to participate in the Summer Rec program. No payment will be collected at this time. The information is also posted to the Lafayette Rec website.

Launa asked if there is a Plan B for Summer Rec if the school is not allowed to open. Kim said we would have to develop a plan if that is the situation, with one option being a program for a limited number of children, potentially accepting children of essential workers first.

Top Notch Triathlon
Kim said at this point, the state is not issuing any permits, so planning is on hold. We will have to make a decision on whether or not to hold the event by June 1. She has been in touch via email with about 20 people who have already signed up to participate.

Other events
The May Dow Derby trail run has been postponed until later in the year. Kim and Bill Melekas are working on plans for Old Home Day and anticipate postponing until August. The next event on the calendar would be Halloween Cup, and Kim recommends waiting for a while to make any decisions there.

Playground
Mike continues to look into options for replacing/reusing the airplane at the Dow playground. 

Rink building/welcome center
Kim is working with the energy committee to apply for grant funding for this project. Town Meeting voters in Franconia approved appropriating funds to get started on the project. The hope is that any new structure would incorporate solar panels and be net zero in energy usage. 

Next meeting: May 7 at 3 p.m. Kim will send the Zoom link.

Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.


