
MINUTES

FRANCONIA BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING

Monday, March 5, 2012
A meeting of the Franconia Board of Selectmen was held at 3:00 pm on Monday, March 5, 2012 at the Franconia Town Hall.  Regular members in attendance were, John Lachapelle, Rollie Barnaby, Sally Small and Suzy MacDonald.
Guests of the Board –
Also:  Jack Kennedy
John Lachapelle called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.

BOS Minutes 02/27/2012:  Formal readings of the February 27, 2012 BOS meeting minutes were waived.  The minutes of February 27, 2012 were approved as written.
  
Checks and Transaction List for 03/08/12 - The Board reviewed and signed the checks and transaction list for 03/08/12.
Abatement of Taxes – Wm Campbell – Map 8/Lot 1-24 –The Abatement of Taxes for Wm Campbell – Map 8/Lot 1-24 was reviewed and signed by the Select Board.
Energy Commission Appointment – The Energy Commission would like to appoint Bob Tortorice as a member.  The Select Board signed the appointment. 

3:00 – Kim Cowles – Kim discussed a Community Events Sign that Peabody & Smith is offering to erect.  This sign would advertise Community Events. This sign must comply with the Towns current sign regulations.  It would be located on the corner of the property behind the split rail fence.

Kim also discussed Fox Hill Park and has forwarded all recent correspondence related to it to Paul Gagnon, SPNHF.  Kim is in possession of his response.  It will be beneficial in warmer weather to have Paul come back and walk the property to mark pins and such.  A discussion with tree experts will take place prior to any tree cutting.  The boundaries will need to be reestablished in the spring.  The Board would like to thank Kim for bringing this to their attention.  
3:15 – Mark Prell – Energy Commission – First, John gave Mark a copy of an invitation from North Country Council to attend a session called Resources for Energy Planning on March 21, 2012 at 6:30pm.
Jack has also alerted the Energy Commission to a “Free Button up NH” weatherization workshop to be held at Bethlehem Elementary School on March 15, 2012 at 7:00pm.
Mark discussed with the Board the energy savings that could happen at Mittersill Fire Station in the very near future.  There is very little in the building and better use of space and cold storage need to be discussed.  The building is in need of roof repair and an overhead door needs to be fixed.  This building should be put on the CIP maintenance schedule.  It is currently costing approximately $5700.00 per year to heat this building.

The Select Board would like to speak with a Water Commissioner and Scott Leslie, DPW, about the best usage of cold storage in the Mittersill Fire Station.  It is possible that Lakes Region Water could still maintain an office and use a space heater.

The Energy Commission is looking at the 2010 audit to address energy needs within the Town Buildings.  Prioritization has been done and the Select Board should look for a summary or proposal from the Energy Commission in the near future.

Town Meeting was discussed.  John would still like to show a poster of the 2011 Tax Rate.  Kim Cowles has offered do the poster.  Sally will also have a few paper sheets that compare 2007-2011 tax rates.
John and Sally discussed the line item for wages.

Sally printed the Water Department meeting minutes from February 28, 2012 so the Board could see the outcome of the Water Department meeting regarding the overfilling of the storage tank at Mittersill.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
Update from Easton – Police Panel Study – Although Easton does not presently have a municipal police department and do not foresee establishing one, they would be interested in being involved in the study.
Letter to Water Commissioner from Kevin Johnson 
Selectman Lachapelle adjourned the meeting at 3:42 pm.
 Respectfully submitted,
 Suzanne MacDonald, Executive Secretary
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