Outdoor Recreational Plan
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Franconia’s natural and cultural landscape provides a great setting for people to participate in a wide range of outdoor recreation opportunities. Franconia's four-season climate allows for a great diversity of recreational pursuits, from alpine and cross-country skiing or snowmobiling, to swimming, fishing and hiking. “Leaf peepers” come from all over the world to enjoy the autumn foliage of the region as they travel scenic byways by automobile, bicycle and foot.  With this, however, also comes the responsibility to consider consequences related to providing for outdoor recreation and our town’s ability to manage and steward our resource base. It is important for the town to protect what it also seeks to promote. 

1. Stewardship of the resource base for outdoor recreation; 
· Insure that the quality and quantity of the natural resource base is maintained or enhanced as recreation                       pressures increase. 
· Expand efforts to fund conservation for outdoor recreation
· Support efforts to protect scenic views (e.g. Encourage and give incentives to landowners to keep 
[bookmark: _GoBack]fields mowed. Examples might include the NH Fish and Game small grants programs for wildlife or 
establishing incentives through existing programs like Current Use).
· Include Designated River Corridor and Watershed Management Plans in 
our Master Plan as authorized by RSA 483:8-a, III (c).
· Evaluate the role tourism and outdoor recreation play in creating both 
positive and negative environmental impact
· Encourage and assist landowners in preparing stewardship plans on existing parcels.
 
2. Providing different, sometimes competing, recreational opportunities; 
· Franconia needs close-to-home recreational opportunities, especially alternatives to 
         those opportunities marketed as tourist destinations.
· Issues and conflicts can arise when multiple activities compete for the same resources. This is 
particularly evident along trails and on public waterways.

· Ensure that a variety of recreational opportunities are provided, even as pressures and 
potential conflicts arise. 
· Support, protect, and maintain existing outdoor recreation opportunities. 
A. Focus efforts on renovating eroded or deteriorated facilities and recreational areas 
B. Protect existing access (e.g. water access, trails, trailheads, etc.) and preserve and maintain existing 
recreational areas (e.g. parks, playfields, etc.). 
C. Work with recreational clubs, organizations, and the Department of Environmental Services to 
produce and promote best management practices (BMPs) for different recreational uses 

3. Applying limited financial and human resources to address a range of recreation needs; 
· Funding is needed to support a wide range of recreational opportunities. These needs 
include facility rehabilitation, new facility development, land acquisition for both organized (e.g. ball 
fields) and unorganized recreational opportunities (e.g. open space for hiking, and biking), as well as 
efforts focused on protecting important natural and cultural resources.
· Human resources (partnerships, volunteerism), in addition to financial capital, are fundamental to 
successful  recreational efforts.
· Prioritize renovation/maintenance of park facilities and funding new land acquisition.
· Encourage renovations that use environmentally friendly designs, reduce long-term 
expenses, or cost less to maintain (e.g. native vegetation, energy efficient materials, etc.). 
· Educate the public about the benefits of open space and recreation trails (e.g. Dollars and 
Sense of Open Space, economic impacts of trails, etc.).
·  Promote the importance of collaboration and volunteerism in developing and 
maintaining local recreation projects.
· Promote volunteerism with school-aged youth
· Work on implementing dedicated user fees for other recreational uses such as non-motorized trail funds.





4. Educating recreational users and landowners about responsible behavior, laws and liability; 
· Educate landowners about the benefits of leaving lands open to the public 
    	and the liability protections provided by existing laws.
· Expand education programs aimed at recreationists targeting responsible 
behavior, environmental ethics, and knowledge of existing laws and penalties.
· Users and providers do not always fully understand existing laws. 
· Education should be an important part of early efforts to manage conflict and concerns about 
   	 overuse/crowding.

5. Impacts of existing land use patterns on recreational opportunities; 
· Our existing car-based society negatively impacts efforts to promote close-to-home or neighborhood 
recreation opportunities.
· Support projects that address community character; social, cultural, and quality of life issues; and 
promote the value of trails close to home.
6. Importance of local outdoor recreation opportunities and open space protection in promoting increased health and wellness.
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