FRANCONIA PLANNING BOARD
February 25, 2013
Members Present: 
Brian Williams, Mary Grote, Dick Reinhold, Nanette Avril, Rollie Barnaby, Thad Presby & Lydia Cumbee. 

Conservation Commission Members Present:  William McCarthy & Kim Cowles
A regular meeting of the Franconia Planning Board was held on Monday, February 25, 2013 at the Franconia Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

Conservation Commission met with the Planning Board to discuss a few items that they had pertaining to the site plan review permit.  The Conservation Commission also had a field visit with Thad Presby and Greg Russell of Presby Construction.  One item that the CC requested was to have a third party evaluation who is a Certified Wetland Scientist to oversee that all requirements of the project are being met.  They also requested a more specific plan regarding the existing building that is on the site which states the possibility of becoming a 40 seat restaurant.  There is no specific plan for this building and was only put on map to uphold the need for a larger septic field.  The Conservation Commission would like to see that on the plan.  The sidewalk in front of the building would fall under the Town’s jurisdiction and the CC would like the applicant to provide an easement for future construction of a sidewalk.
The Conservation Commission also requested a written easement to access the “river walk” by the Gale River for maintenance purposes.
The last list of comments were primarily for the Planning Board to think about for future design of downtown area pertaining to building & sign codes, light pollution which are all addressed in the town’s zoning ordinance.

Site Plan Review for TTW, LLC:

Thad Presby recused himself as an alternate member of the Planning Board and presented his plan for building an 1800 sq ft. office building on Main Street with approximately 2200 feet of wetland fill.  Currently the Wetlands permit and the shoreline protection permit have been accepted.  The only pending permit currently is with the DOT.  It seems the DOT has become more stringent with their requirements for accessing the entryway of the building.  There will be two entrances but DOT is requiring one of these entryways to accommodate the turning of a truck the size of an ordinary oil truck to be able to make turn without going over centerline.  Thad reviewed the building sketch of proposed new building.  The Board then reviewed the checklist for the Site plan review.  All items met the requirements on the checklist except for the following conditions: 1) All abutters need to be listed on the maps, 2) will provide a 3rd party appraiser who is a certified wetland scientist. 3) Contingent on all permits being approved by DOT, Shoreline Protection & DES Wetlands. 4) Existing building which is labeled as a 40 seat restaurant will be removed and will be stated that the future use is not yet determined.
Lydia Cumbee made a motion to accept the application with the above conditions.  Nanette Avril seconded.  The motion carried and the application was accepted.  The meeting was closed at 8:15.

Public Hearing opened at 8:15 PM

Nanette Avril made a motion to waive reading the checklist for the hearing.  Lydia Cumbee seconded.  The motion carried and the hearing proceeded.  The Planning Board voted to approve the Sight Plan Review for TTW, LLC.  Dick Reinhold made a motion to approve the Site Plan Review and Lydia Cumbee seconded the motion carried and the site plan review hearing was approved with the noted conditions. 1) All abutters need to be listed on the maps, 2) will provide a 3rd party appraiser who is a certified wetland scientist. 3) Contingent on all permits being approved by DOT, Shoreline Protection & DES Wetlands. 4) Existing building which is labeled as a 40 seat restaurant will be removed and will be stated that the future use is not yet determined.

Approval of Minutes for January 14 & 28th

Thad Presby reinstated himself as a Planning Board member. Nanette Avril made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 14th meeting. Dick Reinhold seconded it and the motion carried. The minutes were approved.  

Lydia Cumbee made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 28th meeting.  Thad Presby seconded it and the motion carried to accept the minutes as written.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 11th.
Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Knowlton
Secretary
