FRANCONIA PLANNING BOARD
April 8, 2013
Members Present: 
Brian Williams, Mary Grote, Dick Reinhold, Mark Hesler, Lydia Cumbee & Thad Presby. 

A regular meeting of the Franconia Planning Board was held on Monday, April 8, 2013 at the Franconia Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

Brian Ray – represented Ben Moyer for a lot line adjustment of property on Oaks Road and Summit Drive (Map 4, Lots 12, 13 & 28-4).  Brian met with the Planning Board in November of 2012 to discuss the restrictive covenance put on these lots by the Franconia Heights Owners Association (FHOA) preventing Ben Moyer from accessing these lots from one shared driveway off of Summit Drive. Mr. Moyer put his proposal to the FHOA to see if they would lift the covenance and allow this.  A letter dated February 18, 2013 from the FHOA was produced granting this access but stating that the FHOA and Ben Moyer are in agreement that the owners of the 3 lots will maintain the shared driveway and that it will not be considered property of the FHOA and FHOA will have no responsibility for the shared driveway. This would remove the note on the original plan stating no access with a footnote to allow access.   Brian Ray explained that ultimately there were no new lots being created and there were no changes to any lot lines.   This would create a supplemental point of access.  A new Mylar was produced and will be recorded with Grafton County.  The Board did not see any reason not to approve and took a vote.   Dick Reinhold recused himself from the voting of this matter since he had a vested interest as the realtor.  Thad Presby made a motion to accept proposed lot line adjustment.  Lydia Cumbee seconded it and the lot line adjustment was approved.
Nomination of Officers – The Board discussed the two open seats on the Planning Board. Lydia Cumbee and Nanette Avrill.  Lydia said she would run for another term.  Marilyn Knowlton will email Nanette to see if she is interested in running for another term.  All other members were willing to stay on.  Mark Hesler will continue as Chairman and Brian Williams will stay on as Vice Chair.  Thad Presby said he would come on as a regular member and would consider being our North Country Council Rep.  Nominations and voting will take place at next meeting once the Board hears back from Nanette.
Joe Nelson – At the last meeting the Planning Board discussed the concern of certain soil types which may prohibit building or question the possibility of wet lands and asked Joe to get confirmation from a wetlands specialist that the area he is proposing to put a driveway on Lot 11-2.  Joe told the Board that he had contacted Ray Lobdell who did the original testing and mapping of the soils back in 2004.  Joe Nelson produced the map from 2004 that does not show any wetlands.  Mary Grote voiced thought that a different person other than someone who was previously involved should do the survey and map out where the driveway should go.  Joe Nelson said that the lot is not completely wet and asked if the Board would please agree that once the frost has left the ground that he be allowed to have Ray Lobdell map out where a driveway could be built on Lot 11-2.  The Board agreed to this request.  Mr. Nelson will bring back a new site map showing this for the next meeting.
Bernie Costa & Amy Bahr, members of the Community Design Committee met with the Planning Board to discuss new ideas for a productive project for the committee.  The Community Design Committee (CDC) provided a list of possible projects.  Together the Planning Board and CDC went through the list having discussions and giving input on the list. (see attached document from the CDC).  There was quite a bit of interest in changing the configuration at the blinking light in town.  There was discussion about putting a roundabout in.   Bernie Costa said that this had been a hot topic back in 2008 and at that time the price tag was $75,000 but she said that she would do some investigating and she also said that she knows there are funds available from DOT.  The Planning Board was in support of moving forward with this project.
Approval of Minutes for March 11th & 25th

Thad Presby made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 11th meeting.  Dick Reinhold seconded it and the motion carried.  The minutes were approved.

Lydia Cumbee made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 25th meeting. Brian Williams seconded it and the motion carried. The minutes were approved.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

Next meeting is scheduled for April 29th.
Respectfully submitted, 

Marilyn Knowlton
Secretary
